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chancellor, who is as arrant a puppy as ever eat bread: but
the duke of Ormond has a natural affection to puppies,
which is a thousand pities, being none himself. I have
been amusing myself at home till now, and in bed bid
you good night.
15. I have been visiting this morning, but nobody was
at home, secretary St. John, sir Thomas Hanmer,21 sir
chancellor Cox-comb,22 &c. I attended the duke of
Ormond with about fifty other Irish gentlemen at Skin-
ners-hall,23 where the Londonderry society24 laid out three
hundred pounds to treat us and his grace with a dinner.
Three great tables with the dessert laid in mighty figure.
Sir Richard Levinge and I got discreetly to the head of
present at the Boyne. He was Chief-Justice of the Common Pleas, 1701-3 ;
Lord Chancellor, 1703-7; created a baronet in 1706; Chief-Justice of
the Queen's Bench, 1711-14. He wrote Elbernia Anglicana, 1689-90,
and various tracts on Irish and theological subjects. Ball, Judges in Ireland,
ii. 4-6,26-7, 53-6.
21   Sir Thomas Hanmer, 1677-1746, succeeded his uncle as fourth
baronet in 1701. He was M.P. for Suffolk from 1708 to 1727. Although
a Tory he adopted an independent attitude, refused office under Oxford,
and in 1713-14 played an important part as leader of the 'Hanoverian
Tories.'   In 1714 he succeeded Bromley as Speaker of the House of
Commons, but the accession of George I soon terminated his occupancy
of the chair.  In Feb. 1712 Swift assisted Hanmer in drawing up a
'Representation' addressed to the Queen on the subject of the war (post,
p. 493 n.47; Journals of the House of Commons, xvii. 1 19-23 ; Prose Works,
x, 100-14). Swift submitted to Hanmer the manuscript of his Four Last
Tears of the Queen (The Library, xvi. 65). Hanmer employed his leisure in
preparing an edition of Shakespeare, which was magnificently printed at
Oxford, 1743-4; but it has no critical value, and Pope sneered at its
'pompous page' (The Dundad, iv. 105-15).
22  Presumably Sir Simon Harcourt (p. 1 8 n.20), although at this time he
was only Lord Keeper.
*3 In Dowgate Hill. The older building was burnt in the Great Fire,
though some of the walls remained,
24 In 1609 confiscated estates in co. Londonderry were granted to the
corporation of London, the management being vested in a body known as
the Irish Society, consisting of twenty-six members, who were elected by
the common council. Alderman John Barber, Swift's friend, was a chief
governor of the society (Corresp. v. and vi.